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Staff Spotlight
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From: Born and raised in West Branch

Previous jobs: Ignite Volleyball Coach, Herb N Lous, and West
Branch Times

Family: In my immediate family I have my parents, 2 sisters and 1
brother, 2 brother-in-laws, and 1 sister-in-law, and have 5 nieces and
4 nephews.

Hobbies: My hobbies include making crafts with my cricut, reading,
hanging with friends and family, being outdoors and sports.

What you like most about the job: Being born and raised here I have
a love for this town and the people in the community.

Why West Branch? I like most about my job because I get to work
with kids from toddlers age all the way to middle schoolers. Helping
kids grow and achieve their goals with any sport or programs we
have is a great bonus of the job.

Jamie Tucker

PARKS & REC ASSISTANT/

CONCESSIONS MGR.

From: I grew up in the country just outside West Branch and
graduated from West Branch High School in 2013.

Previous jobs: I have previously worked for S&S Flatwork pouring
cement based out of West Branch for 4 years. From there I went to
City of Tipton Public Works for a couple years, then to West Branch
Public Works going on 2 years ago.

Family: I have a wife named Jamie whom I have been married to for 4
years, a daughter Quinn who is a year and a half old, and three Beagles
Penny, Dutch, and Dixie.

Hobbies: I enjoy hunting, golfing, and spending time outdoors with
my friends as well as soaking up as much time as I can with my family.

What you like most about the job: I chose to come back to West
Branch because I grew up here and I like the town and people. I knew
through Public Works I would have the opportunity to help maintain
and improve our town while also enjoying my job.

Why West Branch? I like the people we have working on behalf of the
city. It is a good group of people who are dedicated and hardworking
who care about making the best decisions for the city’s future. It’s
nice to see that we all want the same thing and that’s for the members
of the community and the community itself to thrive and grow.

Max Kober

PUBLIC WORKS-

MAINTENANCE



Wastewater lagoon system upgrade; construction starts this summer.
Herbert Hoover Highway roundabout; construction starts this fall.
Wapsi Creek widening project; construction starts this fall.
Eastside reconstruction project; upcoming spring construction.
Cedar-Johnson Road reconstruction; 2027-2028, when old debt is paid off.

What is a Capital Improvement Plan? A Capital Improvement Plan is a fiscal management tool
used to coordinate the location, timing and financing of capital improvements over roughly a five-
year period. Last quarter, I wrote about a tight upcoming fiscal year. One way we will work on
being better prepared for tough fiscal years is to have a disciplined Capital Improvement Plan for
each department. This summer, we are starting at the top with City Council’s major projects.

A few months prior to my arrival, City Council formed their goals, and it has been my job to
coordinate with our Financial Advisor, Engineer, Finance Director, and appropriate City staff.
This summer we anticipate City Council will approve the following items (weather permitting):

As we get through Council’s goals, Administration staff will start working with other
departments on their plans. If you have more questions about the Capital Improvement Plan or
how the City prioritizes its limited resources, please contact adam@westbranchiowa.org or (319)
643-5888.

From the Desk of the

City Administrator
Adam Kofoed
adam@westbranchiowa.org
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City Notes to Know

City Brush Pile Dumpsite
The old dumpsite is currently closed due to the waste water lagoon expansion project. City staff
are kindly asking you to not dump your brush and yard waste in the right of way of the dumpsite,
or throw it over the fence. Please bundle your sticks and brush and place them in a brown
disposable bag Sunday night, and Public Works will come pick up your brush Monday morning.
Disposable bags can be picked up at any store or can be purchased at the City Office at 110 N.
Poplar St.

It cost the city roughly $60,000 to chip the branches and clean the area in preparation for the waste
water lagoon system upgrade. It also interferes with staff workflow when clean up is required after
facilities are misused.

Staff is working with our attorney on drafting a temporary brush site drop off location. Until then,
all drop off dumpsites are closed.



Got plans for Memorial Day or Fourth of July?
Spend your holidays at the National Park site in your backyard! The visitor center and historic buildings at the Herbert
Hoover National Historic Site will be open from 9:00 – 5:00 on Memorial Day and Fourth of July.

For Memorial Day, the park is offering short ranger talks on the :15 of each hour, from 9:15 -3:15 at different locations
throughout the park. The exception will be the 2:00 hour, so that everyone can enjoy the Iowa Brass band playing on
the Village Green from 2:00 – 3:00.

Kids are the focus this Fourth of July! Come and enjoy family-friendly crafts, games, and junior ranger activities
throughout the day.

As always, the park grounds are open 24/7 for your enjoyment. Picnic shelters are available on a first-come, first-served
basis, or for reservation.

For more details on things happening at the park this summer, check out our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/HerbertHooverNHS), our website (www.nps.gov/heho), or give us a call (319- 643-2541).

Herbert Hoover

National Historic Site
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Living History

in West Branch
The Blacksmith Shop at the Herbert Hoover
National Historic Site is open for the season!
Watch history come alive as ranger-blacksmiths
fire up the forge and share the story of Jesse
Hoover, an 1870s blacksmith and father of the
31st President of the United States.

Blacksmith demonstrations are Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays,
10am - 3pm, May through October (weather
permitting) at Jesse Hoover’s blacksmith shop
located just a few feet away from Herbert
Hoover’s birthplace cottage.

Come walk in an Iowa Tallgrass Prairie

June 4
Join staff from the Herbert Hoover National Historic Site for a walk in the park’s
prairie to celebrate National Trails Day on June 4. The hike will cover less than two
miles, over uneven terrain, starting at 10:00am at the Tallgrass Prairie trailhead (down
the hill from the Hoover gravesite). The prairie changes throughout the summer. We
will be looking for and identifying what’s new!

Please bring plenty of water, and wear sunscreen, a hat, and insect repellant.





Director Melissa Russell
113 N 1st Street, PO Box 218,
West Branch, Iowa 52358
melissa@westbranchiowa.org 319.643.5888
westbranchiowa.org/wbpr
www.facebook.com/West-Branch-Parks-and-Recreation
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Fall Sports

Registration forms can be found at
westbranchiowa.org/wbpr
Schedules still subject to change, check the website or
Facebook for the most up-to-date information!
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$60 fee
Registration July 1st-August 8th
3rd/4th grade-Games will be Saturday mornings in mid
September-end of October in various communities.
5th/6th grade-Games will be Sunday afternoons and
evenings mid September-end of October in various
locations.
Practice schedule determined by coaches

Registration July 1st-August 8th
More information available July 1st

$50 one time fee if you need to purchase a jersey; $25 fee
if you already have a jersey.
Game/practice day Monday, Tuesday or Thursday at
5:45 or 6:30 (subject to change)
4 week schedule; mid September-mid October

$60 fee

Youth Volleyball

Flag Football

Preschool-Kindergarten; 1st-2nd grade Flag Football

3rd/4th Grade Flag Football Scrimmage League

Volunteer coaches are

needed for all sports!
Contact Melissa if you're interested.
melissa@westbranchiowa.org or 319-643-5888

Registration opens in September and closes 4
weeks before 1st session.
$50 one time fee if you need to purchase a
jersey. $25 fee if you already have a jersey.
Game/practice day Sunday afternoons
(subject to change)
4 week schedule; November and December

More information available in August

July 25-September 23 (tentative dates)
Weeknight games-1 game a week
$150 team fee
Registration June 21st-July 11th
Minimum 6 teams.

Youth Basketball

Preschool-2nd grade basketball

3rd-8th grade boys basketball leagues

Adult Co-Ed Kickball League

If you registered for bus service, the bus will begin loading at the West Branch Public Library at 8:15am and return
around 10:30am.
Lessons will be indoors!
Please have your child wear a coverup or towel over their swimsuit. They will not be changing before or after swim
lessons in the locker room.
More information and online registration available at westbranchiowa.org/wbpr

Red Cross Swim Lessons - Tipton Aquatic Center

9:00am Monday-Friday from June 20-July 1, 2022 *Registration is due June 1st

Beranek Park: 2 new horseshoe pits!
Reserve the shelter online at
westbranchiowa.org/wbpr

Wapsi Park: 2 sets of bags (cornhole) boards!
Cubby Park: pickleball reservations available soon!

Park News



June 21
The Butterfly Effect
by Rachel Mans McKenny

July 19
The River at Night
by Erica Ferencik

August 16
A Backpack, a Bear, and
Eight Crates of Vodka
by Lev Golinkin

website: wbpl.org
email: staff@wbpl.org
phone: (319)643-2633
facebook.com/westbranchpubliclibrary
twitter.com/westbranchpl

hours:
Mon-Thurs: Noon-8pm
Friday: 10am-5pm
Saturday: 10am-2pm
Sunday: Noon- 4pm
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Third Tuesday of the month, 7pm at the Public Library and on Zoom
It's a book club anyone can join! We read a wide variety of entertaining and informative books, from
mysteries to memoirs and everything in between.

Looking for a good book? All adults are welcome to read along, even if you can't make it to our
meetings!

Contact the library to reserve a copy of this month's book.

Walking Wednesdays!

May-September at 11am at WBPL
Join West Branch Public Library and Parks &
Rec as we improve our mental and physical
health, and maybe meet some new friends along
the way!

This is an adult only activity, however children
in strollers are allowed. No pets, please.
In the case of inclement weather, walking will be
cancelled for the day. Register at
westbranchiowa.org/wbpr.

WBPL Book Discussion
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West Branch Community

Development Group
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Sidewalk Sales on Main Street from 11am-5pm
Explore the charming and historic Main Street district while shopping at locally owned boutique shops for gifts,
home decor, vintage, antiques, clothing, handmade items & more!

WBPL Summer Library Program Kickoff
All ages can sign up for the summer library program at the library. There will be a boot camp obstacle course for
kids, and free cotton candy and snowcones!

Sidewalk Sales on Main Street from 11am-6pm
Seltzer Stroll 3-6pm

Stroll around downtown and enjoy FREE tastings of the season's newest hard seltzer flavors while you Eat, Shop &
Explore Main Street West Branch! 21+ only.

Beer Garden 5-11pm
Eat, Shop & Explore on Main Street before you kick back to relax in the Beer Garden on North Downey Street.
Hosted by Herb N Lou's & The Down Under with tap takeover by Big Grove Brewery. Food & Beverage specials
available at all our local eateries!

Live Music in the Street 7-10pm featuring Jarrod Hogan & South 55
Upbeat rocking country music from artists of yesterday and today with a splash of classic/southern rock... you're
bound to be singing and dancing along to some of your forgotten favorites as well. Free admission, all ages
welcome. Bring your own lawn chairs!

Summer Kickoff in West Branch!

Join West Branch Community Development Group to Kickoff Summer with a weekend of fun!
Come out to Main Street West Branch to Eat, Shop & Explore on Friday, June 3 & Saturday, June
4, 2022. The festivities will include sidewalk sales, live music in the street, a "seltzer stroll", beer
garden & more!

Friday, June 3

Saturday, June 4

3rd Thursday at Hoover's

Third Thursday of the month at 6pm
online via Zoom

On the third Thursday of each month, the Hoover Presidential Foundation and the Hoover Presidential Library and
Museum present a special evening program, currently free on Zoom. Topics include everything from the history of the
National Park Service to the Christmas Eve fire at the White House, and all are family-friendly.

Registration required. Co-sponsored by the West Branch Public Library.

Visit hooverpresidentialfoundation.org or wbpl.org (look under Events) for more information and to register!
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OPEN TUESDAYS FROM 4-5:30PMOPEN TUESDAYS FROM 4-5:30PM
EXCEPTEXCEPT

THE 3RD TUESDAY OF THE MONTHTHE 3RD TUESDAY OF THE MONTH
WHENWHEN

HACAP MOBILE FOOD PANTRYHACAP MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
IS AT THE WB FIRE STATIONIS AT THE WB FIRE STATION

FROM 3:30-4:30PMFROM 3:30-4:30PM

West Branch Food PantryWest Branch Food Pantry
1st Street between Town Hall &1st Street between Town Hall &

Liberty CommunicationsLiberty Communications

319-643-2010 or 319-359-7834319-643-2010 or 319-359-7834
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